Discussion 9 - Supernatural
There are many cultural variations in distinguishing between the natural and the supernatural. Give some examples. Based on the examples that you gave, what is meant by the "supernatural"? What is your definition of supernatural? Is it a cross-culturally valid concept? 
In anthropological studies, supernatural is studied as an element of religion. By definition, the word supernatural refers to extraordinary forces that operate in the universe or are added to nature. For example, God is considered as a supernatural being that nobody understands how he came to exist in the universe. Stories are told of how He created the universe itself and everything else in it.  Based on this example, supernatural is something that is beyond human understanding or something that is added on nature with extraordinary forces. It is a cross-culturally valid concept as many people in different cultures believe in its existence. For example, many people believe in the existence of ghosts, events caused by extraordinary forces, just to mention a few which are beyond what may be defined with the aid of nature. 

Exercise 9
Something to ask yourself: When I moved here to this area I was told that you had to believe in ghosts to see them. Have you ever heard this? I do not see them, but I have meet several people that do and had one that I never saw but she was driving my poor dog nuts. What about you?
First off, it is important to understand here that something that is supernatural is neither measurable nor visible. Sometimes we hear stories of ghosts and even go to an extent of believing about their existence. When I was young, our grandmother used to tell us stories of ghosts that haunted an area that was located a few miles from their home. The area was reserved as a dangerous place for people to visit. Anyone who attempted to cross the boundaries into the reservation would never come back. Curious to know whether this was true, I decided to visit the reservation and ask people living nearby whether they have ever seen a ghost. I was surprised on my first day to the reservation. When driving during the night, I saw a figure in a cloak crossing the road with his face shrouded. I did not see his expression though. This was scaring and I was unable to even go ahead. I pulled over and decided to go back home. Until today, I do not know whether it was a real ghost or it was just a hallucination.    
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